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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  High  Wycombe 


I submit  my  1 3th  Annual  Report  on  the  Borough  Health 
Services. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  in  mid  1956 
was  43,360 — an  increase  of  560  over  the  previous  year’s  figure.  The 
natural  increase  of  the  population — the  excess  of  births  over  deaths — 
was  266,  the  remainder  of  the  increase  being  due  to  inward  migration. 

The  total  of  679  live  births  during  the  year  was  1 5 less  than  in 
1955.  The  rate  per  thousand  population  dropped  from  16.  2to  15.7. 

There  were  10  deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 
This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  per  thousand  registered  live 
births  of  14.7.  Although  this  is  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate 
last  year  it  is  still  well  below  the  overall  figure  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  in  1956  was  23.8. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  was  413 — 20  more  than 
last  year.  Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation  again  accounted  for 
the  greatest  number  of  deaths.  Tuberculosis  caused  one  more 
death  than  last  year  and,  moreover,  there  was  an  increased  notification 
of  new  cases  of  this  disease.  This  increase  in  notified  morbidity 
was  possibly  due  to  the  presence  in  the  district  of  Mass  Miniature 
Radiography  Unit,  which  can  detect  early  cases  before  they  cause 
symptoms  of  sufficient  severity  to  warrant  the  patient’s  consulting 
his  own  doctor. 

No  infectious  disease  reached  epidemic  proportions.  There 
was  no  notified  case  of  either  diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis. 

The  efficacy  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping 
cough  can  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that  only  one  case  of  the  latter  and 
none  of  the  former  was  notified  during  the  year,  in  fact  no  case  of 
diphtheria  has  been  notified  for  ten  years. 

In  early  1956  a small  amount  of  British  manufactured  vaccine 
effective  against  poliomyelitis  was  released  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
Applications  for  protection  by  this  vaccine  were  invited  from  parents 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  9 years.  The  number  of 
applications  far  exceeded  the  amount  of  vaccine  available  and  all  the 
vaccine  was  used  during  May  and  June.  The  exact  evaluation  of 
the  procedure  will  not  be  possible  for  some  time,  but  information 
from  abroad  suggests  that  this  measure  will  reduce  considerably  the 
terrors  of  this  disease. 

To  the  Council  and  fellow  officials  I give  thanks  for  their  help 
and  co-operation  during  the  year  and  I acknowledge  with  gratitude 
the  services  so  willingly  given  by  my  staff  at  all  times. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  J.  MUIR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Hsalth. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


Health  Centre, 

High  Wycombe, 

September , 1957. 


SECTION  I 

Statistics  : 

Area  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7,091  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  estimate)  ....  43,360 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  ....  ....  ....  13,320 

Rateable  value  as  at  1/4/56  ....  ....  ....  £795,693 

Product  of  a Penny  rate  (Actual  1955/56)  ....  £1,593  Os.  Od. 


Rainfall : 

Pann  Mill,  Easton  Street 
Widdenton  Park,  Lane  End 


25.38  ms. 
24.95  ms. 


Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  : 


Births  : Total 

M. 

F. 

Legitimate 

636 

320 

316 

Illegitimate 

43 

12 

31 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

Total  Births 

679 

332 

347 

“15.7 

Rate  per  1 ,000  total  (live  and 

Still  Births 

19 

5 

12 

still)  births — 27.61 

Deaths 

413 

228 

185 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

-9.5 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 

Deaths 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ....  Nil 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  ....  Nil 


Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 
total  (live  and  still)  births 

Nil 

Nil 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  : 

Total  number  of  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Death  rate  for  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  14.7 

Number  of  legitimate  infant  deaths  ....  ....  ....  9 

Legitimate  death  rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  14.15 
No.  of  illegitimate  infant  deaths  ....  ....  ....  1 

Illegitimate  death  rate  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live  births  23.26 


Neo-natal  death  rate  : 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  4 weeks  (5  Males, 


3 Females)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Rate  per  1 ,000  live  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  11,78 

Deaths  (all  ages)  : 

Deaths  from  Cancer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  84 

Measles  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Whooping  Cough  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ....  4 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  (all  cases)  ....  ....  ....  3 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  cases)  ....  ....  ....  0.07 

Total  Deaths — Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ....  3 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ....  ....  ....  0.07 

1 otal  Deaths — Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ....  Nil 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ....  ....  Nil 

Total  Deaths — Respiratory  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  44 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  ....  1.01 

Infantile  Mortality  : 


The  following  table  gives  the  infantile  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000 
live  births  for  High  Wycombe  and  England  & Wales  for  the  last 
ten  years  : — 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

England  & Wales 

41 

34 

32 

29.8 

29.6 

27.6 

26.8 

25.5 

24.9 

23.8 

High  Wycombe 

28.05 

20.62 

25.28 

24.27 

25.20 

15.13 

12.12 

17.8 

11.5 

14.7 

Infantile  Mortality  : 

Ten  infants  under  the  age  of  twelve  months  died  during  1956, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  14.7  per  1,000  live  births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1955 

M.  F. 


1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

3 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

1 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5 

Whooping  Cough 

— — 

— 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

7 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8 

Measles 

— 

— 

9 

Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases  .... 

1 

— 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

7 

11 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  .... 

10 

2 

12 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

13 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

8 

1956 

M.  F. 

1 2 


- 1 


- 1 
7 7 

20  - 
8 
5 


[ 5 ] 


1 4 Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic 

Neoplasms  .... 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16  Diabetes  .... 

1 7 Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 

18  Coronary  Disease,  angina 

19  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

20  Other  Heart  Disease 

21  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

22  Influenza  .... 

23  Pneumonia 

24  Bronchitis 

25  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

26  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

27  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

28  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .... 

30  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

31  Congenital  Malformation 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

34  All  other  Accidents 

35  Suicide 

36  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 

Totals 


1955  1956 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

15 

13 

22 

15 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

— 

— 

14 

35 

27 

36 

41 

17 

40 

28 

5 

9 

4 

7 

16 

41 

22 

25 

8 

8 

8 

10 

1 

— 

1 

2 

7 

7 

9 

— 

9 

10 

21 

7 

3 

2 

3 

1 

6 

1 

2 

• — 

1 

3 

2 

2 

4 

5 

3 

2 

5 

— 

9 

— 

3 



3 

1 

13 

16 

11 

19 

4 

— 

6 

2 

10 

3 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1 

191 

202 

228 

185 

SECTION  II 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
Hospitals 

The  High  Wycombe  War  Memorial  Hospital  is  situated  in  the 
town.  This  is  a general  hospital  of  100  beds  with  an  annexe  at 
Booker  which  has  Geriatric,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and  convalescent 
units  comprising  46  beds.  The  Shrubbery  Maternity  Home  of  20 
beds  is  also  m the  Borough. 

Infectious  disease  cases  now  go  to  Aylesbury  Isolation  Hospital 
or  to  the  Isolation  Hospitals  at  Maidenhead  or  Reading. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  is  undertaken  by  the  nurses  stationed  at  the  Grange, 
Amersham  Hill — two  of  whom  are  engaged  on  general  nursing 
work  and  three  on  midwifery.  1 he  Home  Nursing  Service  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

The  ambulance  station  is  in  West  End  Street  and  the  sur- 
rounding district  is  served  by  it.  Considerable  help  is  given  by  the 
local  branch  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  and  all  the  am- 
bulances are  under  radio  control. 


SECTION  III 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  SERVICES 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres 

(a)  Administered  by  the  Bocks  County  Council. 

Women’s  Advisory  Clinic  Municipal  Health  Centre.  Mondays, 

2 — 4 p.m. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  Municipal  Health  Centre,  Dyke  Meadow, 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Sands  Village  Hall,  Sands,  2nd  and  4th 
Tuesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Methodist  Schoolroom,  West  Wycombe, 
2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Turner’s  Sports  Pavilion,  Totteridge, 
Thursdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

St.  Anne’s  Church  Hall,  Wycombe 
Marsh,  Thursdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 
Methodist  Church  Hall,  Rutland  Avenue, 
T uesdays,  2 — 4 p.m. 

Mothercraft  and  Relaxa-  Municipal  Health  Centre,  Mondays, 
tion  Classes  Wednesdays,  2 — 4.30  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic  Nursing  and  Expectant  Mothers  and 

Children  under  school  age,  51  Pnory  Rd. 


(b)  Administered  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-  War  Memorial  Hospital,  T uesdays  and 
Natal  Clinic  Wednesdays,  10 — 11  a.m. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Mondays,  9.30 

a.m.,  Contacts  ; Tuesdays,  9.30  a.m., 
New  Cases  ; Wednesdays,  9.30  a.rn., 
Refills  ; Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  Old  Cases. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  49a  Frogmoor,  Mondays,  2 — 7 p.m., 

Thursdays,  4 — 7 p.m. 

Dr.  Korn  is  in  attendance. 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Facilities  are  provided  by  the  Emergency  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  Oxford. 


SECTION  IV 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
(a)  Notifiable  Diseases 

The  table  on  the  following  page  gives  the  number  of  cases 
during  the  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  TABLE  FOR  1956 
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Age 

unknown 

i i i i i ill  i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

25  and 

over 

1 

1 1 

1 1 1 

V0 

CO  | | 

1 ! 1 1 

1 

U3 

1 

1 

39 

15-24 

1 

1 1 

! I ^ 

- 1 1 

III- 

1 

f'-s 

1 

1 

33 

10-14 

1 

” 1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

— 

- 

— 

C3 

1 

03 

— 

^ 1 

1 1 1 

(31 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

1 

~ 

1 

— 

1 

3T 

1 1 “ 1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 

— 

1 

33 

1 1 - 1 1 1 1 1 !!  1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

— 

1 

(3J 

1 1 1 1 11  1 ~ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 i 1 

— 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ~ 1 1 1 1 

(3) 

Under  1 

— 

1 1 1 

1 I 1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 ~ 

1 

' 

1 

1 

(31 

Total 

cases 

Notified 

(31 

! 2 | 

1 1 ^ 

C3 

C3  | | 

II  ^ 

— 

23 

(31 

“ 

74 

<v 

<U 
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( b )  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria 

The  use  of  a combined  whooping  cough — diphtheria  prophy- 
lactic has  continued.  This  necessitates  three  injections  at  monthly 
intervals.  These  injections  are  given  in  the  welfare  clinics  and 
boosting  doses  with  a few  primary  doses  are  given  in  the  schools 
when  the  children  reach  the  age  of  5 years. 

During  the  year  636  children  completed  the  course  of  primary 
lmmunisaton  and  boosting  doses  were  given  to  964  ; 567  children 
were  immunised  against  whooping  cough. 


(c)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

During  the  year  324  primary  vaccinations  and  36  revaccinations 
were  carried  out. 


( d )  B.C.G.  Vaccination  (Tuberculosis) 

During  1956  the  scheme  for  vaccinating  13  year  old  school 
children  was  proceeded  with. 

All  children  in  the  group,  whether  attending  local  authority  or 
private  schools,  were  given  the  chance  to  participate,  and  after  pre- 
liminary tuberculin  testing  the  non-reactors  were  vaccinated.  There 
were  no  ill  ejects  occurring— -so  far  as  one  could  judge. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  the  vaccination  of  these  young  people  the 
incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  young  adults  will  be  reduced. 


(e)  Tuberculosis 

During  the  year  three  deaths  took  place  from  tuberculosis. 
Although  this  was  one  more  than  in  the  previous  year,  it  was  still  a 
great  improvement  on  ten  years  ago,  when  the  figure  was  seven 
times  as  many.  Improvement  in  living  conditions,  better  nutrition, 
better  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  have  all  contributed  to 
this  happy  result. 


(/)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

During  the  year  small  quantities  of  a British-made  vaccine  were 
made  available  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  parents  were  asked  to 
register  their  children  who  were  born  in  the  years  1 947—54  inclusive. 
In  this  area  (Wycombe  Borough,  Wycombe  R.D.,  Amersham  R.D., 
Chesham  and  Marlow  U.D.’s)  about  3,800  children  were  so  registered 
— just  about  a quarter  of  those  eligible.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
owing  to  delays  in  the  production  of  the  vaccine,  only  a very  small 
proportion  of  the  registered  children  had  been  vaccinated. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 


Year  ... 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

No.  of  Deaths 

22 

22 

15 

15 

9 

7 

Year  ... 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

« 

1955 

1956 

No.  of  Deaths 

6 

7 

6 

5 

2 

3 

(2)  Isolation  Hospital 

All  cases  of  Infectious  disease  needing  hospital  treatment  are 
sent  to  Aylesbury,  Reading  or  Maidenhead. 


SECTION  V 


Tuberculosis 

The  tuberculosis  service  is  administered  by  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  following  table  gives  at  a glance  the  position 
regarding  tuberculosis  in  High  Wycombe  during  1956. 


Respirato 

M.  | F. 

ry 

Total 

Non-respira 

M.  | F. 

tory 

Total 

Grand 

Totals 

No.  on  Register  on  1st  | 

January,  1956 

144 

116 

260 

24 

15 

39 

299 

No.  first  notified  during 

1956  

14 

9 

23 

— 

2 

2 

25 

No.  of  cases  entered  in 
Register  other  than  by 
notification 

12 

4 

16 

2 

1 

3 

19 

No.  removed  from  Regis- 
ter during  1956  : — 

(a)  Died  ... 

3 

2 

r • 

a 

5 

(b)  Removed  from 
District 

5 

6 

11 

11 

(c)  De-notified  ... 

17 

10 

27 

— 

3 

3 

30 

No.  remaining  on  Register 

31/12/56  

145 

111 

256 

26 

15 

41 

297 

The  number  of  new  cases  and  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons 
on  Register  (either  from  tuberculosis  or  other  causes)  notified  during 
1 956  are  given  in  full  detail  in  the  following  table  : — 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Non-  ! 

Non- 

Age  Period 

Respiratory 

Respiratory  1 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

1-5 

5—10  ... 

10-15  ... 

... 

1 

1 

• • • 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  ... 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  ... 

... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  ... 

... 

1 

3 

— 

- 

- 

1 

— 

— 

35-45  ... 

45—55  ... 

55 — 65 

... 

3 

-2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

J 

2 



— 

— 

1 

— 





65  and  over 

... 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

14 

9 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

SECTION  VI 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  Section  47 


No  formal  action  required. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  1956 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 

AND 

COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  HIGH  WYCOMBE 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  work  of  my 
department  for  1956. 

The  long  illness  of  the  late  Mr.  Sharp  which  culminated  m his 
most  regrettable  death  in  December,  coupled  with  the  difficulty  and 
delay  in  filling  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  O’ Hanlon 
in  June,  placed  much  responsibility  and  work  on  the  two  remaining 
inspectors.  In  addition,  no  member  of  the  staff  escaped  an  absence 
of  at  least  a week  from  his  duties  because  of  injury  or  illness.  I 
regret,  therefore,  that  m some  aspects  the  work  of  the  department 
was  bound  to  suffer. 

Nevertheless,  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  fully  and  the 
vigilant  sampling  of  milk  and  foods  was  not  relaxed.  The  housing 
Clearance  programme  was  delayed,  but  by  the  end  of  the  year  a 
large  number  of  houses  had  been  inspected  ready  for  future  pro- 
grammes. 

With  a completed  staff  one  hopes  that  the  work  of  the  department 
will  gam  in  momentum  but,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it  will 
not  be  possible  to  recover  all  the  lost  ground. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  apprecia- 
tion to  all  members  of  my  stafr  for  their  co-operation,  to  the  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  and  Council  for  their  consideration,  and 
in  particular  to  Dr.  Muir  for  his  encouragement  and  guidance  over  a 
dithcult  period. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  SHAPTER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Infectious  Diseases 

The  amount  of  work  on  disinfection  has  been  little,  as  the 


following  figures  will  show. 

(a)  Rooms  disinfected 

52 

(b)  Bedding  disinfected  .... 

1 4 articles 

(c)  Bedding  destroyed 

34  articles 

(d)  Library  books 

72 

Disinfestation 

Eradication  of  the  bed  bug  : — 

(a)  Number  of  Council  houses  treated 

1 

(b)  Number  of  private  houses  treated 

4 

Wasps’  nests — number  destroyed 

4 

WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  Public  Supply 

Samples  of  water  from  the  Public  Supply  were  submitted 
regularly  for  examination  and  the  results  showed  it  to  be  of  very 
good  quality. 

Twenty-four  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Oxford,  for  bacteriological  examination  with  satisfactory 
results. 

Three  samples  of  raw  water  from  the  Public  Supply  wells  and 
two  samples  of  treated  water  were  submitted  to  a London  laboratory 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  and  the  results  showed 
these  to  be  of  a very  good  quality. 

(b)  Private  Supply 

Two  samples  of  water  from  private  supplies  were  submitted  for 


bacteriological  examination 

and  the  results 

were  satisfactory. 

Statistics 

No.  of  houses 

No.  of  houses 

Estimated 

piped  supply 

by  standpipe 

population 

Borough  of  High  Wycombe 

14,020 

9 

44,000 

Supplied  by  Corporation 

works  to  places  outside 

the  Borough 

1,387 

26 

6,000 

MILK  SUPPLY 

The  milk  supp’y  continues  to  be  very  satisfactory.  Almost  all 
the  milk  supplied  within  the  Borough  is  from  three  large  establish- 
ments, two  of  which  have  pasteurising  plants  under  the  control  of 
this  department.  Only  1 .4%  of  the  samples  taken  failed  the  tests 


and  these  failures  were  not  of  a serious  nature. 

Licences  granted 

Pasteurisers’  licences  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Dealers’  Pasteurised  licences  12 

Dealers’  Sterilised  licences  ....  ....  29 

Dealers’  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  ....  14 

Dealers’  Supplementary  Tuberculin  Tested  licences  4 

Dealers  Supplementary  Pasteurised  licences  ....  4 


Registration  of  Dairy  Premises — Milk  and  Dairies  Regula- 
tians,  1949-1954 

There  are  now  only  two  dairies  in  the  town  but  also  a total  of 
thirty-nine  distributors. 

Results  of  Samples  taken 


No.  of  Samples 

Result 

taken 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  .... 

156 

155 

1 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

108 

106 

2 

Sterilised 

19 

18 

1 

283 

279 

4 

HOUSING — Clearance  Areas 

Unfortunately  the  expected  declaration  of  a second  Clearance 
Area  was  not  possible  during  the  year,  though  approximately  110 
houses  had  been  inspected  by  the  end  of  December  in  preparation 
for  future  consideration.  The  work  of  rehousing  the  tenants  of  the 
Brook  Street  No.  1 Clearance  Area  continued  during  the  year,  but, 
in  endeavouring  to  give  occupants  alternative  accommodation  to  suit 
their  particular  needs,  progress  was  slower  than  anticipated.  How- 
ever, by  the  end  of  the  year  only  three  families  remained  in  the  Area. 

CLEAN  AIR — Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Section  101. 

The  endeavour  to  cause  the  abatement  of  smoke  nuisance  from 
factories  in  the  town  was  kept  up  during  the  year.  Sixty-three 
observations  or  visits  were  made  and  it  was  found  that  in  most  cases 
there  was  a desire  on  the  part  of  managements  not  to  create  smoke 
nuisances  provided  that  a reasonable  remedy  could  be  found.  The 
reasonableness  of  a scheme  or  alteration,  however,  was  not  always 
regarded  from  the  same  point  of  view.  Despite  the  passing  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  action  regarding  smoke  from  industrial 
premises  is,  for  the  time  being,  limited  to  the  question  of  its  being 
a Statutory  Nuisance. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


(a)  Amongst 
following  : — 


numerous  articles  of  food  condemned  were  the 


Cheese  ... 

E gs  (frozen) 

Fish 

Fisn  and  Meat  ... 
Fruit 

Fruit  and  Vegetables 


...  36  lbs. 

...  28  „ 

...  66  stone 

...  273  tins 
...  30  lbs. 

...  456  tins 


Ham  ...  ...  ...  152  lbs. 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  681  ,, 

Meat  and  Fish  Cakes  45  ,, 
Milk  ...  ...  ...  24  tins 

Tomatoes  ...  ...  40  boats 
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Condemned  food  is  disposed  of  by  its  being  tipped  at  the 
Corporation  s tip  and  the  burying  of  any  consignment  is  supervised 
by  a member  of  the  department. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  examine  a total  stock  or  a con- 
signment of  goods. 


(b)  The  following  table  sets  out  details  of  the  samples  taken  as 
a “ Food  and  Drugs  Authority.” 


How  Sampled 

Result 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 

Almond  Flavour 

— 

1 

i 

— . 

Beetroot 

1 

— _ 

1 

- — ■ 

Bi-carbonate  of  Soda 



1 

1 

— 

Biscuits  ... 

1 

3 

4 

— 

Butter 

3 

1 

4 

— 

Cherries  (Canned) 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Chocolate 

— 

1 

! 

— 

Christmas  Pudding 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Chutneys  and  Pickles  ... 

— 

4 

4 

• — • 

Cream 

— 

5 

5 

— • 

Custard  Powder 

— 

1 

1 

— • 

Dried  Fruit 

— 

5 

5 

■ — 

Dried  Mixed  Herbs 

— 

1 

1 

— • 

Evaporated  Milk 

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  Squash 

— 

5 

5 

— 

Galantine 

1 

— 

1 

— 

German  Caviare 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream 

— 

8 

8 

■ — • 

Jams  and  Curds 

2 

3 

5 

— • 

Lard 

3 

1 

4 

• — 

Lemon  Juice 

- — 

1 

i 

— • 

Linseed  Compound 

• — • 

I 

1 

■ — 

Luncheon  Meat 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Marzipan 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Meat  and  Fish  Pastes  ... 

8 

7 

15 

— 

Milk  

7 

— . 

6 

1 

Milk  Flavouring  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Mincemeat 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Mmt 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Mixed  Peal 

— 

1 

1 

- — • 

Mustard  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Paprika  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Peanut  Butter  ... 

i 

— 

1 

— 

Sausages — beef  ... 

4 

— 

4 

- — 

Sausages — pork 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Sausagemeat 

1 

— 

! 

• — • 

Sweets 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Tea  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

I 

2 

— 

Tomatoes  (canned) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tomato  Sauce  ... 

1 

1 

2 

• — 

Vinegar  ... 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Wmes  and  Spirits 

12 

— 

12 

— 

Totals 

54 

70 

122 

2 

Laboratory  Testing  of  Milk 

In  addition,  66  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  qualitative 
analysis  m the  department  s laboratory.  These  proved  to  be  of 
generally  good  quality,  the  average  fat  content  being  4,0%  and  solids 
not  fat  8.92%.  1 hese  figures  include  the  results  of  analysis  of 

Channel  Island  mil  k where  the  minimum  standard  for  fat  content 

is  4.0%. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  Section  18  (2) 


Ice  Cream 


During  the  year  twelve  registrations  were  granted  for  the  storage 
of  Ice  Cream  intended  for  sale  and  for  the  storage  of  Ice  Cream. 
There  are  now  144  registered  Ice  Cream  premises  within  the 
Borough.  Two  registrations  relate  to  the  manufacture  of  Ice 
Cream.  In  both  cases  “ complete  cold  mix  ” powders  are  used. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination  and  the  results  were  as  follows  : — 

Provisional  Grade  1 ....  ....  9 samples 


Provisional  Grade  2 ....  ....  5 

Provisional  Grade  3 7 

Provisional  Grade  4 ....  2 


These  results  are  not  as  good  as  one  would  wish  them  to  be,  as 
all  Ice  Cream  should  fall  within  Grades  1 or  2 to  be  reckoned  as 
satisfactory.  Nevertheless,  it  does  not  imply  that  there  is  any 
danger  from  the  consumption  of  Ice  Cream  falling  within  a lower 
grade. 


Other  Premises 

There  are  31  other  registered  premises  within  the  Borough, 
mainly  fried  hsh  shops  and  sausage  manufacturing.  No  established 
bacteriological  sampling  is  in  force  for  the  products  prepared  at 
these  establishments. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

There  are  two  privately  owned  slaughterhouses  within  the 
Borough  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  examinations 
made,  animals  slaughtered  and  meat  condemned.  The  amount  of 
meat  produced  from  these  slaughterhouses  is,  of  course,  only  a 
proportion  of  the  English  meat  eaten  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  town. 
The  remainder  comes  from  Thame,  Amersham,  Windsor,  Islington 
and  elsewhere  where,  of  course,  it  is  subject  to  inspection. 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  regarding  the  provision  of 
more  suitable  slaughterhouses,  either  within  the  Borough  or  on  an 
area  basis. 


Slaughter  of  Animals 

The  total  number  of  an  mals  slaughtered  at  the  slaughterhouses 
during  1956  was  : — 


Oxen 

1,401 

Cows 

351 

Calves 

• ....  257 

Sheep 

4,641 

Pigs  

1 ,089 

Horses 

Nil 

Total  7,739 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and  Inspected 

1,401 

351 

257 

4,641 

1,089 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 



2 

. . 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

472 

140 

4 

242 

40 

Percentage  of  the  number  kil- 
led affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

33.76 

39.88 

2.33 

5.21 

3.67 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

63 

21 

1 

— 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number  kil- 
led affected  with  tuberculosis 

4.99 

7.4 

0.39 

— 

1.47 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

— 





Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  con- 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Table  showing  Condemned  Organs  of  Animals 


c/) 

Heads 

Tongues 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Livers 

Other  Organ 

TOTALS 

Cattle  : 

Tuberculosis  ... 

• • • 

55 

55 

53 

16 

30 

88 

297 

Abscess 

• • • 

— 

— 

10 

— 

63 

— 

73 

Actinomycosis 

• • • 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Cavernous  Angioma  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

33 

— 

33 

Cirrnosis 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

68 

— 

68 

Cystic  ... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

4 

Distomum  Hepaticum 

— 

— 

2 

— 

410 

— 

412 

Inflammation 

1 

1 

4 

2 

— 

5 

13 

Pericarditis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Shot  wounds  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Tetanus 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7 

12 

61 

61 

72 

20 

607 

100 

921 

Calves  : 

Tuberculosis  ... 

• • • 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Abscess 

• • • 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Cystic  ... 

, , , 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Hoose  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Melanosis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Oedema 

... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

14 

24 

3 

3 

5 

3 

5 

15 

34 

Sheep  : 

Abscess 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Cystic  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66 

— 

66 

Distomum  Hepaticum 

• • * 

— 

— 

— 

— 

134 

— 

134 

Inflammation 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

Parasitic 

... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

30 

— 

31 

. — 

— 

4 

1 

235 

1 

241 

Pigs 

Tuberculosis  ... 

• • • 

15 

15 

— 

— 

— 

1 

31 

Abnormal  Odour 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Cystic  ... 

• • • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Cirrnosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

— 

9 

Hydro-Nephrosis 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Inflammation 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Parasitic 

... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

1 

19 

15 

15 

1 

1 

30 

6 

68 

The  weight  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  for  the  year  1 956  was 
Beef  in  Carcase  ....  ....  ....  5,952  lbs. 


Beef  NOT  in  Carcase  .... 
Mutton  in  Carcase 
Mutton  NOT  in  Carcase 
Veal  in  Carcase  .... 

Veal  NOT  in  Carcase  .... 
Pork  in  Carcase  .... 

Pork  NOT  in  Carcase  .... 
Offal  


3,519 

Nil 

20 

120 

6 

Nil 

123 

9,342 


19,082  lbs. 

or  8 tons  10  cwts.  42  lbs. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

During  the  year  summaries  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
were  delivered  to  almost  all  occupiers  of  premises  and  stall-holders 
who  dealt  with  food.  It  was  not  possible  to  make  concentrated 
efforts  to  enforce  the  Regulations,  but  inspections  were  commenced. 

The  enforcement  of  the  Market  Byelaws  by  the  Markets 
Committee  coupled  with  the  eFect  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
did  much  to  improve  the  cleanliness  and  tidiness  of  the  Market. 

Whilst  no  established  educational  activity  exists  in  the  depart- 
ment, talks  were  given  to  two  trade  organizations  and  two  women’s 
meetings  during  the  year.  Members  of  the  department  are  always 
willing  to  give  talks  to  those  interested. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


Inspection  of  Factories  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year 
as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Inspections 

205 

Number  of  defects  found 

12 

Number  of  complaints  received  from 

H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

12 

Number  of  Fire  Certificates  issued  .... 

16 

BOROUGH  MORTUARY 

A twenty-four  hour  service  was  maintained  by 

the  Mortuary 

Attendant  during  the  year. 

Number  of  bodies  deposited  .... 

81 

Number  of  post  mortems  held 

76 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  incidence  of  infestation  by  rats  and  mice  during  the  year 
was  approximately  one  house  in  every  sixty -five  and  approximately 
one  place  of  business  in  every  eleven.  Five-sixths  of  the  cases 
involved  infestation  by  rats. 

Where  dwelling  houses  were  infested  the  cause  not  infrequently 
was  the  keeping  of  chickens  under  poor  conditions  or  the  leaving 
of  scraps  of  food  about  the  garden.  The  rats  were  often  harboured 
in  heaps  of  rubbish. 


Open  spaces  and  refuse  tips  were  treated  periodically  and  all 
Agreements  were  carried  out.  The  sewers  were  treated  in  September 
and  November  and  infestation  was  found  to  be  very  slight. 

Statistics 


Agreements — Amount  .... 

12 

Total  complaints  received 

482 

Agricultural  premises 

Nil 

Business  premises 

182 

Dwelling  houses  .... 

200 

Complaints  not  justified 

19 

Tctal  visits  by  Rodent  Operator 

2,035 

EXPLOSIVES  ACT,  1875 

The  registration  of  premises  where  explosives, 

e.g.  fireworks. 

etc.,  are  stored  was  carried  out  as  required  under  the  above  Act. 
Number  of  registrations  for  the  period  ended  30th  September,  1 936, 
was  108. 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT, 
1951 

Statistics 

Licences  issued  to  manufacture  ....  Nil 
Licences  issued  to  store  Rag  Flock  for 


resale 

7 

Total  number  of 

registrations  .... 

125 

No.  of 

Not 

samples 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Cotton  Felt 

3 

3 

— 

Coir  Fibre 

1 

1 

— 

Feathers  .... 

5 

3 

2 

Rag  Flock 

2 

2 

— 

Woollen  Mixture  Felt 

2 

2 

— 

Woollen  Felt 

1 

1 

— 

14 

12 

2 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  DURING  1956 


Acts,  Orders  and 
Regulations  under 
wmcn  Proceedings 
were  instituted 

Default  or  Offence 

Result 

Fines 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955, 
Section  2 

Sale  of  milk  not  of 
tne  substance 
demanded 

Conviction 

Fined  £10 
Costs 
£2  2s. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other 
killing  Materials  Act, 
19^1,  Section  3 

Having  possession 
of  F eathers  wmch 
did  not  conform 
to  tne  statutory 
standards  of 
cleanliness 

Conviction 

Fined  £10 
Costs 
£4  4s. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Table  showing  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  yea 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Butchers’  Shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  62 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Drain  Clearance  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  51 

Drams  inspected  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  75 

Explosives  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  114 

Factories  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  205 

Food  Inspection,  miscellaneous  ....  ....  ....  28 

Fish  Shops  and  Fried  Fish  Premises  ....  ....  29 

General  Stores  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  124 

Greengrocers  ....  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  21 

Grocers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  164 

Housing  Acts  ....  ....  ....  . ....  ....  315 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Infectious  Disease  ....  ...  ....  ....  60 

Interviews  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  173 

Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  65 

Magistrates  Court  Visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Markets  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  46 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  ....  ....  ....  ....  46 

Overcrowding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7 

Outworkers  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Pet  Animals  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Public  Health  Act  (visits  to  premises)  ....  ....  440 

Rag  Flock  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  69 

Rats  and  Mice  (Inspectors’  visits)  ....  ....  ....  49 

Rats  and  Mice  (Rodent  Operator’s  visits)  ....  ....  2,055 

Refuse  disposal  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack  Bars  ....  ....  ....  44 

Rivers,  Watercourses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 1 

Sampling  visits — Food  and  Drugs  ....  ....  ....  173 

Sampling  visits — Ice  Cream  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Sampling  visits — Milk,  Bacteriological  ....  ....  192 

Sampling  visits — Water  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

Sanitary  visits  (miscellaneous)  ....  ....  ....  110 

Shops  Act  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  409 

Slaughterhouse  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  807 

Smoke  Abatement  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  63 

Stalls  and  Hawkers’  Carts  ....  ....  ....  ....  457 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ....  ....  ....  ....  14 

Verminous  premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Wasps’  Nests  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 


Total  number  of  inspections— 6,586. 


FREER  & HAY  TER, 
Printers, 

HIGH  WYCOMBE 


